A meteoritic component rich in volatile elements: its characterization and implications.
An unusual carbon-rich material found in the Abee meteorite is highly enriched in volatile elements, by factors of 10(4) relative to the case for nonvolatile elements. Volatile-rich material of this type might form in the solar nebula toward the end of accretion, when small amounts of residual dust acquire all the uncondensed volatile elements. The mercury enrichment factor of 8500 could explain the paradox of the excess abundance of this element in meteorites.